How to Take
an Awesome Photo
that’s Guaranteed to
Help your Foster
Dog Find its Forever
Home!

Being a foster parentis incredible,
isn’tit? You’re doing something
amazing that will change their
future from a life on the street to
one with a loving forever family.

It’s one of the most rewarding
things you can do; but what’s even
more rewarding is hearing the news
that someone wants to adopt
them.

I remember the first time | got the call
that a forever family had been found for
my first pups, Lola and Luna. | cried
such happy tears; and | know because
their forever families told me, that it was
all down to the photographs | took

Lola &Luna (AAR) Just two of the many | took to get the
perfect picture!

You see, it’s unlikely their forever family
will get to meet your foster pup before
they’re adopted. Unless they’re local,
they won’t get to see that goofy, fun-
loving face or how they tilt their head to
the side whenever they hear your voice;
and no matter how good the write up is,
it will never speak to a prospective
adopter the way a photograph can. After
all, we don’t say “the eyes are the
window to the soul” for nothing!

Now I’m no photographer, but you don’t
have to be. Allyou need is a phone, a
squeaky toy, yummy treats that you
know your foster can’t resist; and the
willingness to take about twenty photos
only to discard about nineteen of them;

because when it comes to taking a great
photo, it’s unlikely your fluffball is going
to pose for one.

.Rup“eirt_ looks as if helsposmgbutl t;ook over twenty
photos whilst cooing and squeaking his favourite toy!
So, strap yourselfin, and let’s get going
on how to take the perfect photo with a
tiny bit of effort and a big dollop of fun.
You’ll be amazed at how easy itis once
you get going.



1. Tire them out

If your foster is quite young and full of
beans, then you might find it easier to
take their photo once they’ve had a
good walk. You’re more likely to get a
few decent shots rather than a splash of
fur as they race off into the distance.
The same with pups. A good game of
ball or tuggy tends to use up that excess
energy, making it easier to catch their
adorable little faces. Plus, thereis
nothing cuter than a dog with a lolling
tongue staring happily at the camera.

2. Consider the lighting

Yes, yes, | know | said you didn’t have to
be a hotshot with the camera to take a
good photo, but good lighting matters,
especially if your dog has black fur like
the lovely Rupert (top right). A brightly
coloured bandana can help with this, or
a bright throw. Even capturing them
near some flowerbeds or the ocean can
enhance the photo. Anywhere that
makes them stand out, so they are the
focus of the photograph rather than the
afterthought. But beware of shadows.
Too much light and you’ll be in the photo
whether you wanted to be or not.

3. Your Phone.

| know it sounds obvious, but you’ll be
amazed at how many times the best
photo opportunities passed me by
because by the time I’'d picked the
phone up and fiddled to find the camera
app the opportunity that held so much
promise had gone. So, if you are
wanting to get some great photos, just
leave your camera app on and let it be
the first thing that appears when you

openit. Don’t worry about editing or
enlarging, the focus, just keep shooting.
You can delete and edit later.

A brightly coloured throw means Rupert still stands
out in this photo

4. Grab their attention

Cooing and squeaking a toy works
wonders for getting your foster’s
interest; but not all animals respond to
sound. That’s where the treats come in;

and the tastier the better.
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Even the incredibly shy Shadow who never gave eye

contact couldn’t resist a bit of toast. Who can resist
that face!



Get creative, I’ve seen people put a dab
of peanut butter or paté on their
foreheads to get a photo, and why not?
But if you don’t want to go to that
extreme than a cracker or a bit of toast
with paté is just as good. Shadow, a
good friend of mine’s old boy (see
previous page) never gave eye contact.
The only way he would turn those big
brown eyes up to you was when you
were eating. So that’s what | did.
Whenever | wanted to take his photo, |
would make sure | had the best treats
that he loved so | could merrily snap
away.

You do what you have to do to get that
photo. Whatever your foster’s favourite
treat is, give them a few morsels to
pique their interest and then hold it in
your hand near your phone so they can
still smell it, but don’t get the rest until
you’re ready. | can guarantee you; you’ll
have them looking at you with undying
affection in no time.

The sisters Betsie and Luna with their brothers Bella,

Luca and Decker courtesy of Marcela Quintanar
Palominos

If that smile doesn’t melt your heart, | don’t
know what would! Courtesy of Diane
McClelland

5. Size Really Does Matter

Another thing to think about is the size
of your foster. Sometimes it’s important
that as well as getting a gorgeous facial
photo for the potential adopter to fall in
love with, they also need to have an idea
of size, especially if they are just
scrolling through photos. Saying a dog
is medium size, for instance, doesn’t
really say much, as our idea of medium
and theiridea can be completely
different. But a photo next to a person —
even if that person is slightly off camera
can make a huge difference. Even a
staircase or a chair can give an idea of
size. How cute do they look!

The most important thing is you and
your furry friend get the most out of it. If
you get a couple of great shots, brilliant.
If not, you’ve had great fun trying and
what’s best is you getto do it all over
again.

Happy shapping!



